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not fail to deal him.' * When Yusuf Khan heard this p ro -
posal mooted by Marchand, he flew into a rage ami
"poured forth a thousand imprecations upon me and all
my nation" and even had him shut up in prison for a time.
Maudave had been planning an elaborate combination
of forces hostile to English dominance. He intended to
write to Mauiitius for reinforcements and a fleet, to induce
Yusuf Khan to supply the necessary funds and to collect
all the available Frenchmen scattered throughout South
India, in Madura. He wrote to the Mauritius Council that
it would be enough if they were to send him 500 European
troops. His idea was that all these Frenchmen should com-
bine with Yusuf Khan's army and march towards Trichi-
nopoly so as to draw the whole of the English forces lo-
wards that place; while the fleet which was to be sent from
Mauritius was to make a sudden dash on Madras, which he
expected would be absolutely defenceless, and the rulers of
Tanjore and Mysore would be at least passive spectators,
if not active helpers. The plan looked feasible enough
and even realisable to some extent. Yusuf Khan's army
was composed of the two strong garrisons stationed in
Madura and Palamcottah, besides a flying or moving force
and including the troops scattered about the country, pro-
bably numbered about 10,000 sepoys, 2,000 Moor horse-
men, 400 to 600 European troops including a small body of
cavalrymen, Topasses and Coffres and a small park of
artillery. He could also command ar, indefinite number
of Kallar fighters, as well as a full supply of labourers num-
bering several thousands for pushing on his fortifications,
while the country people were obviously in his favour; and
even if he could not face the English troops effectively in
the field, he could contrive to prolong operations and secure
favourable terms in the end for himself.
Mr. Hill thinks that Yusuf Khan could have inarched
on Triehinopoly, even if he had got only the Tanjore con-
tingent of Maudave; but the latter was not prepared to
take such a risk. Nawab Muhammad. Ali sensed very
early that Triehinopoly was in great danger of attack both
from Yusuf Khan and from Haidar Ali; but the Madras
Council first advised him to come and stay in Madras itself
and merely warned Preston, the commander at TricHno-
poly, to be on the watch for the emissaries of Maudave
whom they suspected of wishing to join Haidar Ali. Yu-
IBitf Khan knew that Ms friends at Madras were few in